Tchaikovsky Comprehension Questions

(Based on the short biography in the NC Symphony student booklet 2009-2010)

1. In what country was Tchaikovsky born?  Russia

2. What year was he born?  1840

3. What year did he die?  1893

4. How old was Tchaikovsky when he died?  53

5. What was his brother’s name?  Modest

6. Tchaikovsky began taking music lessons at what age?  Four
7. What instrument did he take lessons on when he was four?  Piano

8. Why was Tchaikovsky upset one night when his governess found him crying?  He could not get Mozart’s music to stop playing in his head.

9. How did Tchaikovsky’s governess describe him?  As a “child of glass”

10. Why did his governess describe him as a “child of glass”?  Because of his very sensitive nature

11. Describe Tchaikovsky’s family.  Wealthy, had a large house and many servants.

12. What did Tchaikovsky’s parents want him to be when he grew up?  A lawyer

13. To what city did his parents send him to begin his law studies?  St. Petersburg

14. At what age was Tchaikovsky sent to St. Petersburg to study law?  10

15. At what age did he take a job as a clerk in the Ministry of Justice?  19

16. How did he like his job with the Ministry of Justice?  He didn’t

17. Why did he leave his job with the Ministry of Justice?  To study music at the conservatory in St. Petersburg 

18. What did Tchaikovsky do after graduating from the music conservatory?  He toured throughout Europe.

19. What did the wealthy widow do for Tchaikovsky?  She became his patroness, meaning that she would pay him a regular salary so he wouldn’t need to worry about money and could devote all of his time to composing.

20. What was her one condition for becoming his patroness?  That they would never meet

21. What did they do instead of meeting in person?  They wrote and exchanged hundreds of letters.

22. Describe Tchaikovsky’s morning routine.  He would get up at seven in the morning, drink tea, read the Bible and begin composing at 9:30 a.m.

23. What did Tchaikovsky like to do with his afternoons?  Walk

24. What was one of his hobbies?  Searching for wild mushrooms to eat
25. Name three of Tchaikovsky’s famous ballets?  Swan Lake, The Sleeping Beauty, and The Nutcracker
26. Which ballet will we hear from at the North Carolina Symphony concert?  Swan Lake
27. How long did he teach at the Moscow Conservatory?  More than 15 years

28. Tchaikovsky’s brother Modest was a librettist and a playwright.  What else did he write besides operatic lyrics and plays?  A biography of Piotr Tchaikovsky
