Essential Standards - Sample Lesson Plan Format
	INTRODUCTION

	Author:  Kelly Stephens
	Home-base school:  Sherwood Park Elementary

	Discipline: 
Elementary Music
	Lesson Plan Title:  Russian Dance Dynamics

	Level/Course:  
4th grade
	Student Outcomes:  Identify, explain, and apply standard symbols and traditional terms for dynamics, tempo, and articulation while singing/playing instruments.

	Unit Plan:  Two
	Essential Questions:  How do the expressive symbols in music direct me in making music?
How do I make appropriate changes in the performance?

	ESSENTIAL STANDARDS

	Essential Standard:  
	Clarifying Objective(s):  

	4.ML.2  Interpret the sound and symbol systems of music
	4.ML.2.3 Interpret standard symbols and traditional terms for dynamics, tempo, and articulation while performing music.

	PROCEDURE/CONTENT:

	Focus & Review:  Play Russian Dance from Nutcracker.  Have students write on individual white boards in what section of the Nutcracker this song is played (Russian Dance, Chinese Tea, Christmas Trees, etc.).  Possibly put choices on board.  Check answers and briefly review geography of Russia.  Look at an example of a traditional dance from Russia.  Why would this song be a good choice for a Russian dance?

	Teacher Input:  
1. Discuss elements of music and review definition of dynamics.

4.  Listen to Russian Dance again and have students listen for dynamic changes.  Input traditional dynamic markings into listening map as students identify dynamics.

6.  Identify instruments used in Russian Dance.  Input into listening map.
7.  Split students into three groups.  Put one group on drums, one group on tambourines, and one group on barred instruments.  Show students notation for simplified rhythms on each.  Make sure students understand the rubric and what I am looking for.

	Guided Practice:  
2. Review dynamics by having students write symbols and definitions on white boards (each student chooses one symbol to define).  Share/check neighbor’s work.
3.  Students will play 4-8 beat patterns on rhythm sticks.  Allow students to come up and change the dynamics on the patterns and have students play pattern with dynamics.

5.  Students will play steady beat adding in appropriate dynamics (use listening map).

8.  Practice rhythms briefly with each group then play along with the song according to the listening map making sure to include appropriate dynamics with their playing.  After the group has played the song, have them switch groups and play it again.  Practice and play the song three times until all three groups have played each instrument.

	Independent Practice:  none

	Closure:  
Class discussion—Why is it important to have dynamic changes in a piece of music?  How would music be different if the dynamics never changed?  Would The Nutcracker have been as popular if the dynamics never changed?

	Student Work Products:  Students will play in an ensemble setting using traditional dynamic markings to embellish performance.
	Student Assessment:  Teacher will use grading rubric to evaluate student performance.

	CONNECTIONS

	Cross Curricular Connections
	21st Century Skills
	Information & Technology 
	Instructional Considerations

	History/Culture:  Russian geography and traditional dance.
	Impact of dynamics on popularity of music.
	
	Learning Styles:  Students will hear, write, and move in order to understand subject matter.

	MATERIALS/SUPPLIES
	RESOURCES

	Rhythm sticks, white boards, markers, CD of Russian Dance, drums, barred instruments, mallets, tambourines, teacher created listening map, teacher created rubric, world map, Elmo
	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niY0GZpQQSI&feature=related 
–video of Russian Dance


