Essential Standards - Sample Lesson Plan Format
	INTRODUCTION

	Author:  Jeni Helton
	Home-base school:  District 7 Elementary

	Discipline:  Elem Music
	Lesson Plan Title:  Writing Rhythms

	Level/Course:  
First Grade
	Student Outcomes:  Students will understand one, two, or no sounds per beat, how to notate these concepts, and how to write simple rhythm compositions using these notations.

	Unit Plan:  3
	Essential Questions:  How can I write music?

	ESSENTIAL STANDARDS

	Essential Standard:  
	Clarifying Objective(s):  

	1.ML.3  Create music using a variety of sound and notational sources.
	1.ML.3.3  Use iconic notation to compose simple rhythm patterns consisting of quarter notes, beamed eighth notes and quarter rest durations.

	PROCEDURE/CONTENT:

	Focus & Review:  Review what quarter note, quarter rest, and beamed eight notes are (both standard and iconic notation – such as Orff).  Use Smartboard and have the notes & symbols up, then ask students who remembers what the symbols mean (one sound per beat, two sounds per beat, no sounds per beat).  Also review/reinforce how to clap out each note/symbol.

	Teacher Input:  Tell students they are going to write their own songs using these symbols.  Pass out packets that have four laminated cards in each one – two quarter notes, one beamed eighth note, one quarter rest (put standard notation in one color on one side and whichever iconic notation you’re using in another color on the back).  Also pass out to each student a copy of a black-line master (found in Grade 1 of the Spotlight series supplemental book) that is called “Beat Bars” (or something like that) and a pencil.

	Guided Practice:  Use one packet for yourself and show students that they will be putting their four cards in any order they want (but use either standard notation or iconic throughout).  Then write down your four-beat pattern on the top line of your Beat Bars sheet.  Create a second  four-beat pattern, putting the cards in whatever order you want, and write it down on the 2nd line of the sheet.  Then tell students that they will now do the same thing.

	Independent Practice:  Students will repeat the process while you monitor and walk around, offering guidance where needed.  If a student finishes two lines quickly, he/she can do one or two more lines (the Beat Bars sheet has four lines) if they wish.

	Closure:  When all students have finished at least two lines, collect papers.  Review appropriate listening etiquette.  Pick one composition and have that student come up and pick a rhythm instrument.  Put that student’s composition on the Smartboard using the Elmo and have him/her first clap the composition.  When the student correctly claps the composition, then he/she can play it on the instrument.  Repeat until all students have had a chance to play their composition.  NOTE:  this may take more than one week.

	Student  Work  Products:  Each student will create and play an 8-beat rhythm composition
	Student Assessment:  Did students follow directions while completing assignment?  Did students correctly complete and play their compositions?
S=followed directions (well or mostly), clapped and played composition with few or no errors

N=needed considerable help with directions, could not correctly clap and/or play composition

U=little or no participation

	CONNECTIONS

	Cross Curricular Connections
	21st Century Skills
	Information & Technology 
	Instructional Considerations

	1. Literacy – reading left to right and syllables
2.  Guidance – demonstrating good listening skills while others are playing
	Thinking and working creatively; communicating in a variety of forms
	     
	Integration (literacy);  differentiation (students can use whichever instrument they are comfortable with and pick their own tempo)

	MATERIALS/SUPPLIES
	RESOURCES

	1. Enough packets for each student (each packet contains four cards – two quarter notes, one beamed eighth note, and one quarter rest – with standard notation in one color on one side, and iconic notation in another color on the other side)
2. “Beat Bars” sheet from 1st grade Spotlight blackline masters, one per child

3. pencils

4. variety of classroom rhythm instruments
	1. Smartboard file with standard notation and iconic notation for quarter notes, beamed eighth notes, and quarter rests
2. LCD projector

3. Laptop

4. Elmo


